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Briefcase Containing Evidence |
In Spy Case Destroyed, Lawyer Says

D.C. Messenger Held Pending Grand Jury Findings

By Ruth Marcus

Washington Post Staff Writer

A briefcase full of documents that
may have been cruciak-evidence in
the espionage case against a Dis-
trict man charged with passing se-
cret House documents to the Seviet
Union has been destroyed, the ac-
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US Magistrate Jean F. Dwyer
ordered Randy Miles Jeffries, a
messenger for a stenographic com-
Pany that transcribes secret pro-
ceedings of the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee, to be held without
bond pending federal grand jury
deliberations on charges that he
delivered and attempted to deliver
national defense secrets to the So-
viets,

Shortly before his arrest F riday

night, Jeffries, 26, told an FBI un-:

dercover agent posing as a Soviet
operative that he had left with a
“trusted friend” a locked briefcase
containing three classified docy-
ments, an FBI agent testified in fed-
eral court here yesterday. *

Defense lawyer G. Allen Dale
told the magistrate that he had met
Monday night with an unnamed in-
dividual who said he had received
the briefcase in question, did not
know what it contained, and de-
stroyed it “at the suggestion of
Someone on the phone.” Dale said
outsige the court that the destruc-
tion took place before Jeffries’ ar-
rest,’

In ordering Jeffries heid without

bond, Dwyer said she could not be
sure the documents had been de-
stroyed and that “leaves us with an
unanswered question, and one that |
dare not answer incorrectly,” in
case the papers still exist and Jef-
fries tries to pass them to the So-
viets,

One of the documents Jeffries
allegedly offered to sell the under-
cover agent was a top secret tran-
script of a hearing before a House
Armed Services subcommittee
about command, control, commu-
nications and intelligence programs,
Ci.

According to papers filed in court
yesterday, the transcript of that
hearing was prepared by the Acme
Reporting Co., where Jeffries
worked, and “contains testimony of
high-level Defense Department of-
ficials.”

Command, control, communi-
cations and intelligence—pro-
nounced “Cee-Cubed-Eye” in the
Pentagon—is one of the military’s
most secret program areas and, in
the nuclear field, one of the Rea-"
gan administration’s top priorities.
The administration named an as-
sistant secretary of defense for
C3, Donald C. Latham, and the
Pentagon has spent billions of dol-
lars modernizing the systems.

In layman’s terms, strategic C3I
means “the button” and all the sys-
tems needed to make the button
work in a crisis, Embraced by the
term are the radars, satellites and
other systems that would detect an
eanemy missile attack; the command
centers from which a U.S, nuclear

strike would be centrolled, includ-
ing the NORAD mountain fortress
in Colorado and the flying command
plane kept on constant alert; and
redundant communications systems
to pass orders from the president
through his military commanders to
the missile silos, bombers and sub-
marines that would launch an at-
tack,

Some material relating to C¥ is
mundane and well known, and even
matters discussed in closed commit-
tee hearings often contain few se-
crets. But much about the strategic
CI system is considered extremely
sensitive, because it involves U.S,
nuclear war plans, intelligence ca-
pabilities and the vulnerabilities of
communication systems,

At the hearing, Dale contended
that the government lacked proof
that ' Jeffries either delivered clas-
sified documents or tried to deliver
them, other than Jeffries’ own un-
corroborated statements, which
alone would be insufficient to con-
vict him,

Dwyer, who at a hearing Monday
described the government’s evi-
dence as “about as thin” a case as
she had seen in recent years, said
yesterday, “Frankly, [ don’t see that
the case has gained very much
weight overnight!”

But she cited the statement of a
co-worker of Jeffries’ at the Acme
Reporting Co. that he had seen Jef-

-fries leave the firm with a stack of

classified documents under his coat
a few hours before a man matching
Jeffries’ description was seen en-
tering the Soviet Military Office at
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